
CISA Flags Actively Exploited Citrix NetScaler Memory
Vulnerability

CISA has added a Citrix NetScaler memory buffer vulnerability to its Known Exploited

Vulnerabilities Catalog following evidence of active exploitation in the wild.

CVE-2026-88779 affects Citrix NetScaler and involves improper memory buffer restrictions

The vulnerability is actively exploited and poses significant risk to enterprise environments

CISA encourages all organizations to prioritize remediation of KEV Catalog vulnerabilities

Memory buffer vulnerabilities are frequent attack vectors for malicious actors

Organizations should check for compromise before applying patches to affected systems



Vulnerability Details

The US Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency has added CVE-2026-88779 to its Known Exploited

Vulnerabilities Catalog based on confirmed evidence of active exploitation. The vulnerability affects Citrix

NetScaler and involves improper restriction of operations within the bounds of a memory buffer, a class of

weakness frequently leveraged by threat actors to compromise enterprise systems.

CISA notes that this type of vulnerability poses significant risks to organizational security. Memory buffer

vulnerabilities can allow attackers to execute arbitrary code, escalate privileges, or gain unauthorized access

to sensitive systems and data.

Risk-Based Remediation Guidance

While CISA's Binding Operational Directive 26-04 applies specifically to US federal agencies, the agency

encourages all organizations worldwide to adopt risk-based vulnerability management practices. The

directive emphasizes rapid remediation of high-risk vulnerabilities, particularly those on publicly exposed

assets that could grant attackers total control following exploitation.

Organizations should prioritize patching systems listed in the KEV Catalog and establish processes to

determine whether compromise occurred before patches were applied. CISA continues to update the catalog

with vulnerabilities meeting specific criteria: assigned CVE identifier, evidence of active exploitation, and

available mitigation guidance.

Implications for Saudi Institutions

Regulated institutions in the Kingdom using Citrix NetScaler infrastructure should treat this as a priority

remediation activity. Given the active exploitation status, security teams should verify whether affected

systems are deployed in their environments and assess potential exposure, particularly for internet-facing

instances.

What to do now

Immediately inventory all Citrix NetScaler deployments across your environment, prioritizing internet-1.

facing instances

Apply vendor-supplied patches for CVE-2026-88779 to all affected NetScaler systems as an urgent priority2.

Conduct forensic analysis on affected systems to determine if compromise occurred before patching3.

Review network segmentation and access controls for NetScaler infrastructure to limit potential lateral4.

movement

Update vulnerability management procedures to incorporate CISA KEV Catalog monitoring as a regular5.

activity

Document remediation actions and timeline for audit and compliance purposes under NCA ECC or SAMA6.
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